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The mission of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church  

 

Is to serve God and the community 
by commitment to the GospelÕs 
command to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ through faith, 
hope, and love. It is a parish of the 
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America.   
The Orthodox Church follows the 
faith and practice of the apostles 
and disciples of Christ handed 
down by the ancient Christian 
fathers and twenty centuries of 
Church tradition. Genuine Christian 
life nurtures and stimulates our 
spiritual and moral development. 
The liturgical life of the Orthodox 
Church has been developing over 
the last 2000 years. By taking part 
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life, 
death and resurrection at the 
liturgical services, the community 
members are drawn to repentance 
and the gradual change of their 
inner selves. 
To join the community of St. 
George or to find out more 
information, please fill out the 
Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 
hope this day will be spiritually 
rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 
happy to answer any questions.  
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 
 

 

His Beatitude John X Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East.  

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             
Parish E-Mail: office@stgeorgecleveland.com 

 
Sunday January 01, 2023 

 
 

Feasts of Circumcision of Christ  
&  

St. Basil the Great 
 

New-martyr Peter of the Peloponnesos  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     
Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    
before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Bill and Laverne Ameen by Henry Ameen 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mary & family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles Haddad by Joan & family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
William Miller by His Daughter  Joyce, her  Husband Dr . Philip DeMio and Family 

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
The Theophany-Thursday January 05, 2023 Evening Divine Liturgy @ 5:30 pm 

Blessing of the water right after Liturgy 
Sunday January 08, 2023 Orthros @9:30am—Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, 
How can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to 
them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in    
yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing       
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in 
need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way 
to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to 
take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Jauary 01, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 











Priest: May He Who on the eighth day deigned to be circumcised in the flesh for our  
salvation, and rose from the dead, Christ our true God,  through the  intercessions of 
His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother. By the might of the Precious and  Life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the           
supplication of the  honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, 
glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, Basil the Great, archbishop 
of Caesarea in Cappadocia, whose memory and Divine Liturgy we have now              
celebrated; of the holy, glor ious and r ight-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the patron and protector of this holy community; of the  
holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and   Anna, and of the new-martyr Peter of 
the Peloponnesos,  and of all the saints: have  mercy on us and save us,  forasmuch as 
He is good and loveth mankind.  
Priest: Through the prayers of our  Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Chr ist our  God, have 
mercy   upon us and save us.  
Choir: Amen.  

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your 
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.  
 

As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  reluctantly 
or under  compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that  manifests 
our identity through our work of love. 
 

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our  reserve 
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We 
are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s  
Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support 
you in any way possible. 
 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become  His 
new disciples and to serve and love His people 

After Communion, instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion of 
the Circumcision in Tone One. 



The Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord 
Every male of you shall be circumcised. And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. A child who is eight days old among you shall be     
circumcised … and my covenant shall be in your flesh as an everlasting     covenant (Genesis, 17:10-13). 
When our forefather in faith Abraham was ninety-nine years of age, the eternal Son and Word of God came 
to him and made covenant with him. He commanded that, as the defining “sign” of that covenant, Abraham 
and his seed be circumcised. Throughout succeeding centuries, Israel dutifully kept this Law and even took 
it as a cause for boasting (Galatians 6:14).1 

It was to fulfill this divine commandment that our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ was circumcised on 
the eighth day after His birth according to the flesh from His pure and ever-virgin Mother Mary. This event 
receives but passing notice in the Gospel: 

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb (Luke 2:21). 
Yet, laden with great significance, Christ’s circumcision proved to be both the fulfillment of God’s com-
mandment in the Law and a prophetic sign of future events. 

The Savior’s circumcision was the occasion of the first shedding of His precious blood. The Cross overshad-
owed the Lord Jesus even while He lay in a crib by swaddling bands bound. The knife which cut the Lord’s 
flesh on that day foreshadowed the centurion’s spear which would pierce His side, releasing the saving    
torrent, the blood and water (John 19:34). That torrent drowned the Law’s type and shadow and gave birth 
to the font. Circumcision prefigured the saving stream of holy  baptism through which we Christians enter 
the new and eternal covenant of salvation as St. Paul proclaimed: 

In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh 
in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
Him through faith in the working of God who raised him from the dead (Colossians 2:11-12) 
In circumcision a blade wielded by the hand of man cut away flesh; in baptism the blade of the  Holy Spirit 
cuts away sin. The Spirit-blade cuts deep, rooting out the sin of our forefather. In the blood of Christ’s    
Passion sin is drowned together with death’s might and Hades (Hosea 13:14; I Corinthians 15:55). Through 
the water from His side a fertile seed of immortal life and in corruptibility is firmly planted in the soul and 
flesh of each one who issues from the font. The    metal blade of circumcision marked the flesh of Jewish 
males; the Spirit-blade of baptism marks the soul and body of each and every Christian with the “Seal of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” Before this new and mighty “sign,” the cherubim with fiery sword who guard lost 
Paradise, which of old was in Eden (Genesis 3:25), give way that the children of the new Covenant may, 
like the Good Thief (Luke 23:43), pass within to rest until the final consummation of God’s eternal plan. 

Of old God in the Law commanded Israel: “circumcise your hardheartedness, and be stiff-necked no       
longer” (Deuteronomy 10:16). 
Now we who have undergone the very real surgery of baptism, must circumcise our hearts as well. St. Cyril, 
Patriarch of Alexandria (+444), says that we, the faithful, who have been established in grace through holy 
baptism, must cut away and mortify the tumultuous risings of carnal pleasures and passions by the sharp 
surgery of faith and by ascetic labors; not cutting the body, but  purifying the heart, and being circumcised 
in the Spirit, and not in the letter [according to the  letter of Mosaic Law]; whose praise, as the divine Paul 
testifies (Romans 2:29), needs not the sentence of any human tribunal, but depends upon the decree from 
above.”2  
Thus we learn the significance of Christ the Savior’s eighth-day circumcision, that 

“Name which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9) was given: 

1. His fulfillment of the Mosaic law; 



2. the foreshadowing of His saving Passion and of our participation therein through holy       baptism; 
3. the taking up of the cross and (Luke 9:23), the daily circumcision of our hearts by the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit through ascetic effort. 
The all-good God was not ashamed to be circumcised with the circumcision of the flesh, but  provided 
Himself as an example and pattern for all, for their salvation; for the Creator of the Law fulfilled the pre-
scriptions of the Law and the predictions of the Prophets concerning Himself. O Lord, who holdest all 
things in the palm of Thy hand and was wrapped in swaddling-clothes,  glory to Thee (from aposticha of 
the feast).  
The priest Daniel Griffith  

 
Feast of our Holy Father Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia  

 
Saint Basil the Great was born in the year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family renowned for their 
learning and holiness. His parents' names were Basil and Emmelia. His mother Emmelia (commemorated 
July 19 and May 30) and his grandmother Macrina (January 14) are Saints of the Church, together with all 
his brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister (July 19), Gregory of Nyssa (January 10), Peter of       
Sebastia (January 9), and Naucratius. Basil studied in Constantinople under the sophist Libanius, then in 
Athens, where also he formed a friendship with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called 
"the Theologian." Through the good influence of his sister Macrina, he chose to embrace the ascetical life, 
abandoning his worldly career. He visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia, 
and upon returning to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the Iris River in Pontus, not far from      
Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already treading the path of the ascetical life; here 
he also wrote his ascetical homilies. 

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his throne and 
was entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary poverty and 
strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy successor of the     
Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of one mind with the 
Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend the Saint to their own confession, because he 
was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved it from heresy when Arianism was at its 
strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his willingness to give himself up to every suffering 
for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at Basil's fearless-
ness in his presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have 
never met a bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by Basil's dignity and  
wisdom. When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him. The Saint promised that 
his son would be restored if Valens agreed to have him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, Basil 
prayed and the son was restored. But afterwards the Emperor had him baptized by Arians, and the child 
died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by his counselors, decided to send the Saint into exile because 
he would not accept the Arians into communion; but his pen broke when he was signing the edict of     
banishment. He tried a second time and a third, but the same thing happened, so that the Emperor was 
filled with dread, and tore up the document, and Basil was not banished. The truly great Basil, spent with 
extreme ascetical practices and continual labors, at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st 
of January in 379, at the age of forty-nine. 

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and with these gifts he set forth the doctrines concern-
ing the mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trinity (see On the Holy 
Spirit). Because of the majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is honored as "the revealer of heavenly 
things" and "the Great." 

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30 with Saint Gregory the Theologian and Saint John          
Chrysostom. These great Fathers and Theologians of the Church are commemorated on this day as the 
“Three Hierarchs.” 



 The Great Martyr George 
 
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      
translation of his relics on November 3.  
 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 
is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 
and his execution. 
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 
. 


